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IHE Deſign of the following ſhort Ac- 

count is to manifeſt, that the Faith I have 
preached I have experienced to be True Living 
Faith, in its Power and Efficacy, and alſo to pre- 
vent others from reſting where I ſhould have 
reſted, had not the Lord mercifully prevented 
me. If theſe Ends are in any Meaſure anſwer- 


ed, ſo far I ſhall account this Endeavour attend- 
ed with a Bleſſing. 


| ＋ 
* 


1 


A SHORT 


ACCOUNT, Ge. 


H O' I had not the Advantage of a Re- 

ligious Education, yet it pleaſed God to 

ſtrike my Heart with ſome Conviction at 

four Years Old, and again at ſeven, and again about 
thirteen or fourteen, which laſt Impreſſion was of 
the deepeſt Kind. But, however, Sin again got the 
better of me, and thro* a ſecret Deſpair, I began 
to hope there was no God, and that Religion was 
but a Fancy, I was ignorant of, and neglected my 
Bible, and madeuſe of my other acquired Knowledge 
to fortify myſelf, as well as I could, ina Con- 
tempt of it, and all Religion. In this State I con- 
tinued, filling up the Meaſure of my Iniquity, till 
I was about nineteen Years Old, when it pleaſed 
the Lord to incline me to go to Church, to 
hear what the Miniſter had to ſay, and I thought, if 
he ſpoke any Thing worth regarding, I would 
attend to it. As ſoon as he mention'd his Text, 
God ſpake to my Heart thereby, the Words were, 
ow is the accepted Time, now ts the Day of Salvation J 
and a Conviction immediately poſſeſſed me, 
that I had not a Moment Future I could call my own, 
and if I died in the Condition I was in, I was 


A. 2 ſurely 
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ſurely Damned. No Tongue can expreſs the 
Agonies my Soul was in; I wept, pray'd, and 
ſought every Opportunity of ſecret Retirement to 
bewail my wretched Condition, and beg of the 
Lord to pardon and direct me. I was the more at 
a loſs, as I had no Acquaintance with any Religi- 
ous Perſon. I kept cloſe Attendance in the private 
Duties of Reading, Meditation, Prayer, and the 
publick Service of the Church. Beſides «the Scrip- 
ture, I read Taylor's Holy Living and Dying, Whole 
Duty of Man, and Drelincourt upon Death, I multi- 
plied my times of ſecret Prayer to ſeven times a 
Day ; but, in all this Seaſon, I could not have 
Peace of Conſcience, nor Power againſt my Sin. I 
ſhould have ſome comfortable Feelings in my 


Mind, now and then, but they were very ſhort 
and tranſient, 


I continued thus, about ſix Months, when, on 
the zoth of January, as I was walking the Street, 1 
reflected I had forgot the Service of the 
Day. The Time being almoſt expired I toad 
ſtill, at a Bookſeller's Stall, muſing What 1 
_ ſhould do, and opened upon Mr. Shepherd"s Sincere 
Convert, p. 91. the Paſſage I opened upon, ſignified, 
that I might leave ay old Sins, Pray often, Faſt, 
hear the Word, and like the beſt Preachers, read the 
Scripture, be griev'd and ſorry for my Sins, love 

ood Men, gain ſome Knowledge, keep the Lord's 
Day ſtrictly, have many good Deſires and Endea- 
vours to get to Heaven with Life and Zeal, c. 
and yet be Damn'd atlaſt for all that. I was, as 
it were, Thunder ſtruck in the reading of this, and 
as I thought it my Duty not to ſtifle Gonvidion, ſo 
1 bought the Book, and went Home to read it; 
and, here it was, I had another awakening, God 
mercifully preventing me from reſting in the Form 
of Religion. I never *till now, ſaw any need of 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor did I underſtand 
any Thing about it; I uſed to ſay, Thro' Chriſt, . 
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Doolittle, and Mr. Henry, were the Aſſiſtances I made 
uſe of. I kept a Diary of my Experience, and 
every Evening laid it before the Lord, lamenting my 
Sins and Short-comings, which I found many and 
great. I ſpent many Days in Faſting and Prayer, 
and ſometimes ſpent the greateſt Part of the Night 
in Prayer to God, that he wquld make me Holy as 
he was Holy. And was often ſurpriz'd and ready 
to murmur againſt God, and ſometimes to Queſtion 
his Being, when I found that after all this, and 
that practiced for Years, I was ſtill as a 
Door upon the Hinges. Holineſs, I could not look 
upon, but to be agreeable to his Mind, and as he 
had Power to make me ſo, and he could not but 
know that I was ſincere in my Requeſt, I could 
not underſtand the Diſpenſation, why my Requeſt 
was not more effectually anſwered. While I was 
in this State, I made ſeveral Covenants with God 
after many Hours Exerciſe in Prayer, Examination, 
Hearing, and Meditation. 7 


After four or five Years thus Spent, I found my 
Spiritual State rather worſe than better, which gave 
me great Uneaſineſs. I began to dread, that I 
was one of thoſe, who could take no Pleaſure in 
this World, nor fhould have Happineſs in the 
World to come. One Friday Morning in the 
Month of May, I awaked about four o'Clock 
in deep 'Diſtreſs, on Account of theſe Things ; 
ſometimes refolving not to be at the Lord's Table 
on the approaching Sabbath, and again on the 
other Hand fearing to neglect it. reſolved in 
this Extremity, to go and hear a Sermon at the 
Tabernacle, and accordingly I heard Mr. Cennick, 
the Words were, Heb. xiii. 8. Jeſus the ſame Yeſterday, 
to Day, and for ever. I was convinced under 
the Word there was ſome very great Dete& in 
my Experience, but could not tell wherein, untill I 
was coming Home, when, in a Moment, God, Who 
commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
ſhined in my Heart in the Diſcovery of free 3 

an 


1. 
and I perceived as clearly, as ever I did the 
Sun at Noon-Day, that untill that Moment I had 
never come to Chriſt by a direct Act of Faith, that 
I had never took believing, for believing, but 
rather a Compound of good Qualifications, which I 
called by the Name of Faith, and under the ſpecious 
Pretence of ſeeking for Faith, I always ſought to 
eſtabliſn a Righteouſneſs of my own, which I 
called by the Name of Faith, that I had accounted 
real Faith Preſumption, and neglected Receiving 
and Refting upon Jeſus Chriſt alone, for Salvation, 
as he was * offered to me in the Goſpel, Now 
I was convinced by the Spirit (the Comforter) of 
Sin, becauſe I had not believed on Chriſt, before 
I was only convinced of Sin on other Accounts, and 
I ratherjudgedUnbelief Humility, and my Duty rather 
than my Sin; and the Conſequence was, I believed, 
and the God of Hope filled me with all Joy and 
Peace in believing. 


The Effects was anſwerable to the Faith, and 
proved it to be of God. Love, Zeal, Devotedneſs 
to God, and every | Jaw Fruit ſprung freely from 
my Heart. I could truly ſay, I now found a new 
Heart, and a right Spirit, and every Work and 
Evidence that I had laboured and ſought after with 
Pain and Sorrow, now preſented themſelves from 
the Spirit that I received by believing. Moreover, 
I found this believing, correſponded with the Scrip- 
ture Deſcriptions and Declarations concerning Faith, 

and I found it gave the greateſt Glory to God, as 
well as brought the moſt Comfort and Strength to 
my own Soul, of any 'Thing . I had hitherto 
Experienced. I could now fay, O Lord, I am thy 
Servant, I am thy Servant, thou haſt looJed my Bonds. 


A little after this, I ſaw Dr. Oven upon the 
130th: Pſalm, and the 4th Verſe, There is Forgiveneſs 
ewith thee, that thou maye/? be feared, This was 
very ſtrengthening to me ; and another Book, W 
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the End of my Prayers, but without any Meaning at 
all. - After this, I went onb · Sunday Evening into a 
- Meeting Houſe, and heard the Miniſter explaining the 
Anſwer to the Queſtion, What is effefiual Calling, 
as contained in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm ? It was very 
comfortable unto me, inaſmuch as it deſcribed 
much of the Work of God, which I had experienc'd' 
in my own Soul. TI had hitherto, all along, found 
that I had quite another Senſe of Things, than I 
could find among any I converſed with, or could 
gather from any Sermon I had heard. I deter- 
mined therefore, now and then, to hear at the 
Meeting, and to read ſome of the Diſſenters Books, 


Some Time after, reproving one in my Father's 
Houſe for Swearing, the Man, in Anger, replied, 
That Iwas a Mongrel in Religion, I was neither 
«« Church-man, nor Meetiner, and that I ſhould be 
in ſome fix'd way myſelf, before I pretended to 
** inſtruct others; tho? I did not let, what he ſaid, 
prevent me from that Reproof of him, which I 
counted my Duty ; yet, when by myſelf, I ponder'd 
it over, and came to a Reſolution to go entirely to- 
the one or the other; and after much ſtruggling, 
and many Prayers for Direction, I concluded it my 
Duty rather to go to the Meeting. My frequent 
Attendance here, brought me into ſome Religious 
Acquaintance, which greatly encouraged me, I had 
alſo many Raptures, or Extacies of Mind. The 
Confideration, that while I was running Headlong 
to Hell, the Lord had awakened and called me; 
that whereas -before I had no Religious Taſte, 
now I had a Taſte for nothing elſe; the Hopes 
and Belief I had, that he that had begun this good 
Work, would carry it on. The aer of 
the real Sincerity and Zeal that God had given 
me, and that I deſired wholly to be his, de- 
voted to him alone in Body, Soul, and Spirit. Theſe, 
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and many other like Conſiderations, ſo wrought 
upon my Mind, that knew not ſometimes, whe- 
ther I was in the Zody;? or out of the Body. Some- 
times in my private Addreſſes at the Throne of 
Grace, tho' I came Lifeleſs and Dead, yet on a 
ſudden I ſhould have ſuch a Senſe of Things, that 
my Eyes would burſt into Floods of Tears, and I 

could not but wonder at my former, and the World's 
Stupidity, to be inſenſible of, and ta neglect ſuch a 
Life with God. As I was exceeding Tender in 
Conſcience in all my actings, ſo I met with many 
Things to ſtumble me in Profeſſors, yet I concluded 
it was my Duty, ſtill to perſiſt in the narrow Way, 
and act according to my Light. After ſome Time, 
I thought it my Duty to join myſelf to the Com- 
munion of the Church. I attended, and was re- 
ceived kindly and gladly, none (I believe) doubting 
of my Sincerity, or the Work of Grace upon my 
Heart. Some Time after, I read the Life of Mr. 
Jobn Faneway, and there I found, among other 
'Things, that he uſed to meditate Daily in The Saints 
ewerlaſfing Rej?, it being always found upon his 
Table. I went that Afternoon, and bought the 
Book, that I might follow the ſame commendable 
Practice. This brought me acquainted with all 
Mr. Baxter's Writings ; in the which, I took fo 
much Delight, that I could not approve of Mr, 
Erſtine, for his Reflection on his Scheme in 
the Goſpel Sonnets. 


I continued ſome Years in this way, and made 
Mr. Baxter's Saints Reſt, and Mr. Ambro/e's Looking 
to Jeſus, a Daily Subject of Meditation about, the 
Middle of the Day, and concluded with Solemn 
Prayer. Our Communion was but once in two 
Months, ſo I accordingly ſet apart a Fortnight for 
Preparation. Nine or ten Days of which, L gene- 
rally ſpent in Self- Examination of my State; and 
the reſt of the Time in ſuitable Meditations to raiſe 


my Heart to the Sol:mnity of the Ordinance. Mr. 
E 1 Doolittle, 
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The Marrow of Modern Divinity, which was ſtill 
much more Confirming ; but I was moſt of all 
Confirm'd by that moſt Excellent Treatiſe, Mr. 
Marſhall's Gofpel Myſtery of San#ification ; this Treatiſe 
was ſo much according to my Experience, that it 
was as tho' I had wrote it myſelf. Nothing was 
ever more ſuited to confirm and eſtabliſh me in 
that Confidence the Lord had given me. I learned 
by the Recommendation (it being a Scotch Edition) 
that Mr. Erſeine, and all the ſeceeding Miniſters, were 
upon this ſame Foundation; and, therefore, ſought 
after all their Sermons and Writings I could get, 
and found them very precious unto me ; but I was 
much amazed to find many give theſe Books a 
ood Word, and yet ſeemed to have no real Inſight 
into the Uſefulneſs and Excellency of their peculiar 
Scope and Deſign, X 


Aſter ſome Trials and Difficulties, I was called 
tF the Care of the little Flock to which I now 
ſtand related, and have continued witneffing the 
right of Acceſs of a loſt Sinner as ſuch, to Chriſt, 
and the Influence of Juſtification, and the Perſwa- 
ſion of it thro' Faith, unto Sanctification, or true 
Holineſs of Heart and Life. What I have extrac- 
ted from Old Authors has been meerly to promote 
an Acquaintance with theſe two material Points. 
Nor am I without the Concurrence of thoſe ac- 
counted Orthodox herein, ſuch as Meſſrs. Erſtine, 
Boſton, and all the ſeceeding Miniſters in Scotland, 
as alſo the worthy Aſſembly of Divines at Weftmin- 
ſter, who deſcribe Effectual Calling as Terminating 
in the Embracing of Chriſt, and Sanctification as a 
diſtin Work of the Spirit of God, flowing from 
Chriſt, from Faith, from Juſtification, as an Effe& 
from a Cauſe. The aſſerting of Natural Free- 
will to Good, the Denial in whole, or in part of the 
Spirit's Work in Regeneration, or Faith, or the 
Denial of Sanctification, as explained by Mr. 


* * Marſhall, 
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Manſpall, in his Goſpel Myſtery, are Charges as foreign 
to my real Sentiments, as Atheiſm. | 


Thus, I have given the beſt Account I can, in 
ſo ſhort a Compaſs, of my Experience; and if any 
Good ariſes therefrom, either in directing the 
awakened, preventing Miſtakes, or removing Pre- 
judice, Glory be given to him, whoſe call J wait, 
and who has loved me and waſhed me from all 
my Sins in his Blood, and to whom may Glory be 
aſcribed for ever. Amen. — 


Foraſmuch as many through a calumniating De- 
ſign, and others through Ignorance and wrong In- 
formation, have heretofore accuſed and judged me 
of preaching a dead Faith, denying the Work of 
the Spirit therein, or the Fruits of the Spirit flow- 
ing therefrom, I think it needful to make this direct 
and publick Declaration to the Point. 


1//, That Saving-Faith is a Work of the Spirit of 
God, whereby convincing us of our Sin and Miſery, 
enlightening our Minds in the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
and renewing our Wills, he doth perſwade and 
enable us to embrace Jeſus Chriſt alone for Salva- 
tion, as he is freely offered to us in the Goſpel. 


2d. That this Saving-Faith is, in the Nature of 
it, not a mere Aſſent to a Teſtimony, but 
a receiving, and reſting upon the Perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt alone for all Salvation, both from Sin and 
Wrath, and unto all the Grace and Glory of God. 


34. That this Faith, according to the Meaſure of 
it, produces the Peace of God in the Heart, and, 
when exerciſed, infallibly works by Love, over- 
comes the World, devotes the Soul to God chear- 
fully, and is productive of every good Fruit; and 
whoſo profeſſes to be a Belieyer in Chriſt, and has 
not felt in himſelf this Working of the a 
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God thereby, and doth not bring forth the Fruits 
abovementioned, is to be judged a Self-Deceiver, 
and his Profeſſion diſregarded. To this I ſubſcribe 
my Name, as my real Sentiment, and bleſſed Ex- 
perience, in which I hope to hve and die, 


Will. Cud worth. | 


P. S. Leſt the poor Teff-condemned Sinner ſhould 


be diſcouraged from coming to Chriſt, becauſe they 
can find in themſelves nothing but Sins and Wants, 
I would have it underſtood, that I look upon it to 
be both the Duty and Privilege of ſuch to come 
directly to Chriſt as they are, that by Faith they 
may poſſeſs the Fruits above-mentioned, it being 
in vain to expect the Fruit before the Tree. If a 
Man aſks what ſhall I do to be ſaved? I will an- 
ſwer, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
be Javed, But if he ſays, I am a Believer, then will 
I examine him by the Fruits. 


The AR of the Aſſociate Preſbytery of Scotland, con- 


cerning the Nature of Faith, is as follows : 

“ The Queſtion is concerning the Nature of that 
Faith, which all the Hearers of the Goſpel are 
called unto, and which the Scripture plainly de- 
{crihes to be a Believing in God, and a Truſting 
in his Salvation, a receiving of Chriſt, a believing 
the Record that God hath given ante us an 

Life, that he will be c God upon the Warrant 
of his own Word of Grace. Believers, indeed, 
may be in the Dark as to the Reality of Faith, 
(when ſmall, unexercis'd, and they oppreſs'd 
with the ſinful unbelievieg Nature) there is, there- 
fore, a great Difference between the Aſſurance of 
our State of Grace, (which is by Marks and Evi- 
dences) and reſpects the Eſtate we are in already. 
And the A/urance of the Promiſe of Salvation, or, 


an aſſured Faith of Righteouſneſs and Salvation 
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5 ec in Chriſt Jeſus, as held forth to every Sinner of 
| „ Adam's Race, to whom the Goſpel comes, to be 
« received and applied by them for their own Bene- 
i «« ft, By this Aſſurance or Perſwaſion of Faith, 
| 4 « and Confidence in a promiſing God in Chriſt, we 
« take Poſſeſſion of Salvation as preſented us in the 
| « Promiſe, and thus we enter into Reſt. Heb. iv. 
1 « 11,” AR AF. Preſby. p. 28. 


* 


«« Wherefore the Preſbytery dd, and hereby do ac- 
te knowledge, declare, and afſert, That, in juſtifying 
« Faith, there is a real Perſwaſion in the Heart of 
« a Sinner, that Chrift is his; that he all have Life 
&* and Salvation by him; that whatſcever Chriſt did for 
« the Redemption of Mankind, he did it for him, upon the 
% Foundation or Ground of the Gift or Promiſe of 
« Chriſt in the Goſpel, that is made to Sinners of 
c Adam's Family, as ſuch; and ſo there is in it a 
te reſting upon him alone ſor the Whole of this Sal 

e vation.“ Ibid. Page 36. | 
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And thus the Goſpel is found ſuitable tothe Man's 
BE particular Caſe, for as the Man ſees himſelf in Par- 
4 ticular, bound under the Curſe, ſo Faith muſt ap- 
W ee and apply Chriſt, as made a Curſe for the 
inner in Particular. 
+ 2. It alſo anſwers the*Call of the Goſpel. 
7 3. We acknowledge his Name, JEOWanH, our 
| Righteouſneſs, 
4. Are obedient to God's Command, Exhorta- 
; tions, and Invitations, Tc. | 
| 5. Believing in Chriſt for Salvation can't be with- 
| out it is ſo. . | 
| 6. Neither can Faith elſe cloſe with its Object. 
7% Page zo, 31, 32. | 
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